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Artist. Vishal Misra's works will soon be on display in The Odyssey of
Color exhibition at the Agora Gallery in New York City. Staff photo by Rob
Beintema
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Accountant channels his creative side

MISSISSAUGA — Vishal Misra, like
most people, toils at a regular job to
pay the bills. 
What sets him apart from the rest of
us, however, is that when he’s off
the 9 to 5 treadmill, Misra spends
his spare moments doing what he
loves best, and that’s immerse
himself in his true passion — art.
He’s constantly at it, even when the
Mississauga chartered accountant
is commuting to work in Toronto.
“I always take my sketch books with
me on the GO train,” he says. “To
capture ideas for my paintings I
would watch people around me,
observe the gestures they make
and the way they sit.”
Fragments of those observations
often end up in his paintings.
It was also on the GO that Misra first
realized, when a fellow passenger
offered $50 for the drawing he was
doing, that people would pay for his
art.
Next month, four of Misra’s
paintings will be on display in New
York City. He is among a dozen painters invited to show their works in The Odyssey of Color exhibit at the Agora
Gallery in Manhattan. It runs May 11-31.
For Misra, it’s another step toward perhaps one day setting aside his ledgers and spreadsheets and working
full-time at the easel instead.
It’s been a long journey: growing up in his native India, he always liked to draw and sketch, but familial
pressures to choose an acceptable career in a family chock-full of doctors and engineers got in the way of
pursuing it further. Early on, he realized that becoming an artist just wouldn’t cut it. That angst persisted when in
2000, then in his mid-20s, he immigrated to Canada, eventually settling in Mississauga.
“My priority was focusing on my CA (chartered accountant) studies,” says Misra, when asked why he’s never
taken art classes.
He may lack formal instruction, but that omission has not impeded his development as an artist. Over the past
six years, Misra has participated in numerous solo and group exhibitions in Canada, the U.S., Asia, Middle East
and Europe. His bigger pieces sell in the four figures.
At first glance, Misra’s cubistic renditions of human forms is reminiscent of Picasso, but look closer and there’s
always an underlying story. Misra infuses his art with experiences, emotions and life events filtered through his
unique perspective as a South Asian artist. 
Misra works predominantly in acrylics on large canvasses, some as large as 20 feet wide and six feet high. In
addition to cubism, his oeuvre encompasses abstracts, nudes and figurative.
“I like to use big brush strokes and the large format allows me that freedom. It’s not restricting,” he says.
Another distinguishing feature is his use of wildly contrasting colours and hues.
“My colours are bold, spontaneous and even shocking with the interplay and contrast of light and dark. Each
painting of mine has a deep emotional resonance. I want others who take time to gaze at my work to feel
something — to see a reflection of their basic desires, their own thoughts or their personal experience.”
Misra’s process begins with a realistic image, capturing the idea in form and flesh. Then he represents his
internal conflict by attempting to make it abstract and distorting the figures. 
“The lines are echoes of the past, or present lines of vision or future desires, which resonate for all,” he says.
“Figures threatening to disappear in the smaller details of the greater form are analogous to the feeling that I
have in the search for my own reality.”
Misra tries to give back to the art community. He’s the vice-president of the Mississauga Art Society and a
director of the Mississauga Arts Council. 
Despite his upward trajectory as a painter, Misra doesn’t plan to set aside his CA career anytime soon.
“The two balance each other out very well,” he says in an interview with CA Magazine. “I understand the need for
rules and boundaries in accounting. However, art gives me the freedom to express myself.”
jchin@mississauga.net
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Police say armoured car heist
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