
Nancy Smith Klos painting the Lan Su Chinese Garden, in Portland, from 10 stories up
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She Calls It 'Plein Aerial'
Written by  Bob Bahr

Nancy Smith Klos is painting a garden from life, but it's from 10 stories
above, from a glass-encased office in a high-rise building. She calls it
"plein aerial."

The Portland, Oregon, artist is working on a project focusing on the pond in downtown Portland's
Lan Su Chinese Garden. She was asked to paint a series of paintings of the pond by the director
of the non-profit group that runs the garden. The idea is to use her images in marketing materials
to raise funds to refurbish the pond. As part of the project, Klos will get a solo show in one of the
extremely popular garden's buildings.

 
The scene Klos was depicting

"The garden has a very organic design," Klos says. "The only straight lines are in some of the
walls. As you go in and out of the various buildings, you are encountering water. The garden was
put in a part of Portland that was mostly known for high-rises and transient folks. When they put
the Chinese garden in, it changed everything. It really brought a wonderful new life to the place."

Klos has been associated with the garden for more than a decade. She has a strong interest in
Asian art, although she will say that she doesn't pursue it as a purist. "I show what sumi-e means
to me," she says. "I work alongside people who have trained for a lifetime to paint that way. That's
a different approach."



The resulting painting from her recent day of work in the garden's high-rise offices

The artist embarked on considerable preparation for this series of paintings. She made notan
sketches, sumi-e paintings, sketches in the studio in watercolor and in oil, and drawings on-site
before painting the main pieces. Klos is designing and composing the larger paintings in the
studio, then bringing them to the high-rise office -- which is the headquarters of the Lan Su
Chinese Garden -- to paint from life.

The photos show Klos working on the first of the larger paintings. "I was really happy with that
result," says the artist. "The director said, 'Now I want you to paint big.' So I'm going to go abstract,
and play on the angles of the pond and garden."


